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1. Claims 1-19 are pending in this application. 

2. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claims 1-19 are indefinite because the metes and bounds intended for the phrase "well 
suited" have not been defined in the claims. Alternatively, the phrase "well suited" is ambiguous 
and does not distinctly describe the material claimed. It is suggested that the phrase "well 
suited" be deleted for clarity of the claims and to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 9 recites the limitation "the bactericide" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent 

basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Correction is required to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 

which applicant regards as the invention. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Hayakawa et al (US 6,294,151). 

Hayakawa et al disclose a tablet containing urea and an inorganic compound 
containing silica. See the Abstract and column 1, lines 36-47 and lines 61-63. Hayakawa 
et al disclose using the tablet containing urea for diagnosing stomach infections with 
urease generating Helicobacter pylori bacteria. Note column 1, lines 1-25. Regarding 
the inorganic compound in the tablet, Hayakawa et al disclose silicic acid anhydride, 
silicic acid and silicate as examples of the inorganic compounds containing silica. Note 
column 1, lines 61-68 and column 2, lines 1-16. With respect to the use of an indicator 
that changes color, Hayakawa et al disclose examples of coloring agents additionally 
included in the tablet. See column 3, lines 12-14. In regards to the powder limitation in 
the instant claims, Hayakawa et al disclose "together with the compounds shown in Table 
1, urea was ground and mixed in a mortar" and describes a urea and light anhydride 
silicic acid powder mixture. See column 4, lines 35-57 and column 9, lines 120-28. 
Further, with respect to the particle size; powder and anti-caking agent descriptions in the 
instant claims, Hayakawa et al disclose anti-sticking tablet formulations and disclose that 
". . .urea and light anhydride silicic acid were mixed together, and the resulting mixture 
was ground by a grinder. . . to a final average particle diameter to 100 urn or less". See 
column 9, lines 30-38 and the entire document. Thus, Hayakawa et al disclose the 
invention claimed except for using the phrase "anti-caking agent". 
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However, Hayakawa et al address the "anti-caking agent" limitation claimed in 
the disclosure of anti-sticking tablet formulations comprising urea and inorganic 
compounds that inherently perform the function of the instantly claimed "anti-caking 
agent". The Hayakawa et al reference discloses all the limitations claimed which 
anticipates or renders obvious the present invention. 

Therefore, the burden of proof is on applicants to show patentably distinct differences 
between the urea tablet compositions in the Hayakawa et al disclosure and the urea 
material compositions claimed in the present invention. 

4. Claims 5-6 and 9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

5. Claims 10-19 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Louise N. Leary whose telephone number is (703) 308-3533. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 9:30 to 6 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brenda Brumback, can be reached on (703) 306-3220. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703)308-4556. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308-1235. 
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For 24 hour access to patent application information, 7 days a week, or for filing patent 
applications electronically, please visit our website at www.usoto.gov and click on the button 
"Patent Electronic Business Center" for more information. 
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